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Exercise 1

Write two things in each column, then compare them with those of your classmates in your group.

What I know about Italy... What I am not sure about Italy... What I’d like to know about Italy...

The words you need
Match the words and the definitions

1. Plain A. A line or group of mountains or hills.

2. River B. A piece of land completely surrounded by water.

3. Mountain range C. A mount with a large opening at the top through

     which lava and gases are forced into the air.

4. Volcano D. An area of land bordered by water on three sides.

5. Sea E. A flat area.

6. Peninsula F. Salt water surrounding continents/islands/countries.

7. Island G. A natural flow of water that continues in a long line

     to the sea.
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Exercise 2 - Italian regions – Shared Comprehension (Jigsaw)

1    North Italian Plain
The North Italian Plain is protected to the north by the great mountain range of
the Alps. Most people here live in big cities like Milan and Turin. Milan is very
famous for fashion and Turin is famous for its car industry. The climate is warm
and wet most of the year and farmers can grow crops like rice and wheat. There
are also many vineyards in the region. The river Po is the longest river in Italy. It
starts its long journey in the Alps and flows through the plain ending into the
Adriatic  sea, near Venice. Venice is one of the most famous large towns in the
region with million of tourists every year.

2    The Centre
Italy, located in southern Europe, is a boot shaped peninsula surrounded on three
sides by the Ligurian sea, the Thyrrenian sea, the Adriatic sea, the Mediterranean
sea and the Ionian sea. The backbone of the peninsula is the mountain range of
the Appenines extending from north to south.  Italy has a population of about 60
million people. The capital city of Italy, Rome, is in the centre of Italy. Italy is a
Republic and consists of 20 regions. Its flag is the Tricolour, green, white and
red. 
The two most popular cities for tourists here are Rome and Florence. There are
two  very  small  independent  states  in  central  Italy:  the  Vatican  City  and  San
Marino. 

3    The South      
The South of Italy has a hot dry climate. Temperatures rise to above 30 degrees
for three months of the summer. Many people live in villages in the countryside.
There are few large towns in the region: Naples, Bari and Brindisi. Farmers grow
tomatoes, wheat, olives and fruit trees. The economy is based on tourism and food
industries.  There  are  often  many  tourists  in  the  area  who  want  to  see  the
beaches, the city of Naples and the Roman remains in Pompeii. Mount Vesuvius,
near Naples, is a very famous dormant volcano. 

4      Sicily and Sardinia
In  Sicily  the  temperatures  are  warm  all  year  and  there  is  little  rain  in  the
summer. Many people live in villages. Important cities are Palermo and Syracuse.
On the coast people grow citrus fruits such as oranges and lemons and there are
many olive trees. Sicily has lots of tourists every year. They come for the beaches
and the famous archaeological  sites:  Phoenician,  Greek,  Roman and Arab ones.
Sicily has the biggest volcano in Europe -  Mount Etna -  which is still active. 
Sardinia is the second largest island in the Mediterranean, after Sicily. The island
is famous for its beaches and mines. The economy here is mainly based on tourism,
sheep farming and agriculture. In the summer the island is very popular for scuba
diving and tourist harbours.



Exercise 3 – Questions about Italy

What are the three 
big cities in the 
North Italian Plain?

What is the 
population of Italy?

What is the climate 
in the South of 
Italy?

What are the most 
important cities for 
tourists in the 
centre of Italy?

What is the climate 
like in Sicily?

What is the climate 
in the North Italian 
Plain?

Where do people 
live in the south of 
Italy?

How many regions 
are there in Italy?

What do tourists 
come to see in the 
south of Italy?

Why does Sicily 
have so many 
tourists?

What crops do 
farmers grow in the
North Italian Plain?

How many seas does
Italy border?

What fruits do 
people grow in 
Sicily?

What is the 
economy of Sardinia
based on?

What is the name of
a volcano in the 
South of Italy?

What is the longest 
river in Italy?
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Exercise 4 – Kahoot!

www.kahoot.com

Using this site, I created a very simple Quiz about Italy to test the pupils’ 
knowledge andunderstanding after the previous activities about Italy. Below you 
can see some screenshots of the Quiz

http://www.kahoot.com/

